
CITY OF MADISON 
AGENDA AND NOTICE OF MEETING 

Regular Meeting of the City Council – 5:00 P.M. 
Monday, March 12, 2018 

Madison Municipal Building 
 

1. CALL THE REGULAR MEETING TO ORDER 
Mayor Thole will call the meeting to order. 

 
2. APPROVE AGENDA 

Approve the agenda as posted in accordance with the Open Meetings law, and herein place all agenda 
items on the table for discussion.  A MOTION is in order. (Council) 

 
3. APPROVE MINUTES       

                    Page 1 
A copy of the minutes of the regular meeting minutes and February 26, 2018 regular meeting are 
enclosed. A MOTION is in order. (Council) 

 
4. PUBLIC PETITIONS, REQUESTS, HEARINGS, AND COMMUNICATIONS (public/mayor/council) 

Members of the audience wishing to address the Council with regard to an agenda item, presentation 
of a petition, utility customer hearing, or a general communication should be recognized at this time. 
A MOTION may be in order (Public/Council) 

 
5. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 A. Senator Dahms Newsletter – March 2, 2018 - receive    Page 4 
  B. Cash and Investment – February 2018 – receive     Page 7 
 C.  Computer Commuter – February 2018 – receive     Page 8 
 D. MEDA Loan Note Status – February 2018 – receive    Page 9 
 E. Water Plant Monthly Report – February 2018 – receive    Page 10 
 F. Liquor Report – February 2018 – receive      Page 11 
 G. Mobile 311 – February 2018 – receive      Page 12 
 H. Council Revenue/Expense – February 2018 – receive    Page 14 
 I. HRA Agenda – March 8, 2018 – receive      Page 18 
 J. SMAC Equipment and Facilities Grant Award – receive    Page 22 

K. Pioneerland Agenda – March 15, 2018 – receive     Page 24 
 
 

A MOTION may be in order to accept the reports and/or authorize the actions requested. 
(Council) 

 
6.  UNFINISHED AND NEW BUSINESS                 
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A. City Council Checklist. A DISCUSSION and MOTION may be in order. (Manager, Council) 

 
            
 
 
 



                     Page 26  
          

B. City Engineer Update and Approval of Invoice.  A DISCUSSION and MOTION may be in order. 
(Manager, Council) 
            

C. Other.  A DISCUSSION and MOTION may be in order. (Manager, Council) 
 
 

7.          MANAGER REPORT (Manager)  
• Employee Wellness Event March 8th 
• Library Board March 19th 5:30pm 
• Art Council Forum rescheduled April 2nd 5:00 
• Blandin Leadership Training April 8-13    

 
8. MAYOR/COUNCIL REPORTS (Mayor/Council)   

• LqP Ag Society/City  Meeting March 7th  
• EDA – rescheduled March 8th  

       
9. AUDITING CLAIMS   
                                                                                                                                                                Page 28 

A copy of the Schedule Payment Report of bills submitted February 26, 2018 through  
March 12, 2018 is attached for approval for Check No. 56059 through Check No. 56101.   
A MOTION is in order. 

 
10. ADJOURNMENT 
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E-Newsletter                    March 2, 2018 

2111 Minnesota Senate Building    95 University Ave W.    St. Paul, MN 55155    651-296-8138    sen.gary.dahms@senate.mn 

 

FEBRUARY FORECAST SHOWS A SURPLUS OF $329 MILLION 
 

Twice each year the Minnesota Management and Budget (MMB) office prepares the Budget and Economic 

Forecast as required by Minnesota law. The November forecast is used to set the starting point for the budget 

and is the basis for the governor’s recommendations. The February forecast incorporates additional data and is 

used by the legislature and the governor to set the enacted budget or to ensure that enacted budgets remain on 

track and in balance. Forecast information is also used by bond rating agencies and other financial analysts to 

review the state’s financial health and by the media who present information on the state’s financial condition 

to the public.  

 

The November 2017 economic forecast predicted a $188 million deficit. On Wednesday, the MMB office 

released its February economic forecast, and the report showed an additional $518 million soon to be collected 

in the state’s bank account, bringing the 

total budget surplus for the current 

biennium to $329 million. The report 

noted that much of the surplus can be 

attributed to an increase in revenues and 

a decrease in spending for the FY 2018 ‒ 

2019 biennium. MMB also reports that 

Minnesota’s long term budget outlook 

remains strong.  

COMMERCE COMMITTEE HEARS DEPARTMENT’S 

ANTI-FRAUD INITIATIVES 

 

On Wednesday, members and staff of the Senate 

Commerce and Consumer Protection Committee received 

updates on fraud prevention measures from Commerce 

Commissioner Jessica Looman and Commerce Fraud 

Bureau Director and Chief Law Enforcement Officer 

Michael Marben. Minnesotans are encouraged to contact 

the department’s Consumer Services Center if they are in 

need of assistance.  

 

 Overview of fraud prevention and enforcement 

 Hang Up on Fraud initiative 
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mailto:sen.gary.dahms@senate.mn
http://mn.gov/mmb/
https://mn.gov/mmb-stat/000/az/forecast/2018/budget-and-economic-forecast/final.pdf
https://mn.gov/mmb-stat/000/az/forecast/2018/budget-and-economic-forecast/final.pdf
mailto:consumer.protection@state.mn.us
https://www.senate.mn/members/newsletter/1174_Dahms_Gary/Final%20Senate%20Commerce%20Power%20Point%202.28.18.pdf
http://mn.gov/commerce-stat/pdfs/toolkit-for-web.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/sendahms/videos/344381896068405/


Session 
Week 2 
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2111 Minnesota Senate Building    95 University Ave W.    St. Paul, MN 55155    651-296-8138    sen.gary.dahms@senate.mn 

Jon Huseby 

MnDOT District 7, Willmar 

THANK YOU FOR VISITING US AT THE CAPITOL 

SMSU Faculty 

Tom Bolin 

Marshall YMCA 

River Bend Area Learning Center, New Ulm 

SENATOR DAHMS INTRODUCES 

WATER FACILITIES BONDING BILL 

 

The Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities (CGMC) 

lauded legislation introduced this week that would 

boost state funding for grant and loan programs that 

help cities pay for wastewater and drinking water 

infrastructure projects.  

 

Senate File 2668, chief authored by Senator Dahms, 

appropriates $167 million in state bonding for three key 

grant and loan programs administered by the Public 

Facilities Authority (PFA). The proposal has broad 

bipartisan support. Governor Mark Dayton has also 

shown support for the plan by including it in his 

bonding proposal. Senate File 2268 was referred to the 

Senate Capital Investment Committee and is awaiting a 

hearing. 

 

The CGMC, which is comprised of 96 cities outside 

the metro area, has determined that funding for the 

PFA grant and loan programs is its top bonding bill 

priority this session.  

 

Due to the need to replace aging infrastructure and 

comply with new, stricter water-quality regulations, the 

number of cities and sanitary sewer districts currently 

planning to rebuild or upgrade their drinking water or 

wastewater infrastructure has jumped in recent years. 

More than 300 cities, the bulk of which are in Greater 

Minnesota, currently have projects on the PFA’s 

Project Priority List which identifies potential 

wastewater, drinking water, and storm water projects 

that are eligible to receive funding through PFA 

programs. The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 

has estimated that local governments and the state are 

facing $5 billion in wastewater infrastructure costs over 

the next 20 years, while the Minnesota Department of 

Health estimates it will cost an additional $7.4 billion 

to upgrade and repair drinking water infrastructure over 

that same time period.  

 

For more information on this bonding bill proposal and 

why it is important to Greater Minnesota communities, 

please see this CGMC Info Sheet.  
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https://soundcloud.com/senator-gary-dahms/curbing-fraud-in-minnesota-and-the-february-budget-forecast
https://soundcloud.com/senator-gary-dahms/curbing-fraud-in-minnesota-and-the-february-budget-forecast
https://soundcloud.com/senator-gary-dahms/curbing-fraud-in-minnesota-and-the-february-budget-forecast
mailto:sen.gary.dahms@senate.mn
http://greatermncities.org/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/text.php?number=SF2668&version=0&session=ls90&session_year=2018&session_number=0&format=pdf
http://greatermncities.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/09/PFA-programs-handout2.21.18.pdf


THANK YOU FOR VISITING US AT THE CAPITOL 
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2111 Minnesota Senate Building    95 University Ave W.    St. Paul, MN 55155    651-296-8138    sen.gary.dahms@senate.mn 

Cliff Carmody, SW/WC 

with Senator Bill Weber (R ‒ Luverne) 

Minnesota Farmers Union 

Paul U’Ren, Redwood Falls 

Local firefighters 

Association of Minnesota Counties 

FOLLOW ME ONLINE 

Independent Community Bankers 

of Minnesota 

Minnesota Beer Wholesalers 

Kayla Jones, teacher from New Ulm 

Jake Langemo, teacher from Lafayette 

SMILES 
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mailto:sen.gary.dahms@senate.mn
http://www.senate.mn/members/member_secondary_bio.php?ls=&mem_id=1174
http://www.facebook.com/senatordahms
https://twitter.com/sendahms
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From: Kathy Weber
To: greg thole; Val (City)
Subject: FW: Results of SMAC Grants
Date: Monday, March 05, 2018 9:28:45 AM
Importance: High

Looks like we got the grant!
 
 
 
From: info@swmnarts.org [mailto:info@swmnarts.org] 
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2018 2:05 PM
To: rosemaryplays@gmail.com; dldallman@farmerstel.net; kathyw@ci.madison.mn.us
Subject: Results of SMAC Grants
Importance: High
 
March 1, 2018
 
Rosemary Hendrickson
PD email: rosemaryplays@gmail.com
 
Dean Dallman
AO email: dldallman@farmerstel.net
 
Kathy Weber, City of Madison
FA email: kathyw@ci.madison.mn.us
 
 
Dear Dean:
 
I am pleased to inform you that the SMAC Board of Directors met on 2/27/2018 and voted to
award the Lac qui Parle Players an Equipment and Facilities Improvement Grant in the amount of
$10,000.00 for their project #EQ-32, “Improvement of PAC Facilities”. Your application scored a
percentage of 84.33% and was ranked 5 out of 9. I have included comments from the grant review
panel below so you can better understand their scoring.
 
Within 30 days, log in to our online grant system to find and certify your contract.  Both the
project director and the authorizing official listed on the grant application are responsible for
compliance with the contract. 
 
Please read through the contract carefully, paying special attention to the “Publicity and
Acknowledgement” section, which outlines the proper use of credit lines when advertising your project.
 
Upon receipt of your completed contract (or within thirty days of the start date of the project,
whichever is later) you will be sent a check for 80% of the grant award. In accordance with the
program guidelines, a final report is due sixty days after the completion of the project, in this case by
3/1/2019. The final report can also be accessed within our online grant system.  Upon receipt and
approval of the online final report form, the remaining 20% of the award will be sent to you.  
 
Congratulations and best wishes for a successful project.  If we can provide assistance or answer any
questions, please don’t hesitate to call.
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mailto:kathyw@ci.madison.mn.us
mailto:thole.electric@yahoo.com
mailto:madison@ci.madison.mn.us
mailto:rosemaryplays@gmail.com
mailto:dldallman@farmerstel.net
mailto:kathyw@ci.madison.mn.us
https://www.grantinterface.com/Common/LogOn.aspx?eqs=aBcdzT88cir250M2P6FpRw2
https://www.grantinterface.com/Common/LogOn.aspx?eqs=aBcdzT88cir250M2P6FpRw2


 
Sincerely,

Nicole DeBoer
Executive Director
 
P.S. Some of the funds for this project have been allocated by the Minnesota Legislature through its
Arts & Cultural Heritage Funding Plan.  Please thank your area legislators for their support of this
important project (if possible, send a copy of your thank you letter to SMAC).  For information on
reaching your legislators, please call our office.

 
PANEL COMMENTS:
 
Merit of the Organization: 80% Good history.  They have a nice working relationship with the city. 
Good community support.  Dedicated individuals.  They keep trying to do things and trying to reach
different ages.  It’s a good sign that they’re moving forward.  They have a variety of different
productions. They appear to be artistically qualified and reputable.
 
Impact on the Organization: 86% I could see how improving the restrooms would increase their
audience.  It’s good for the safety of the patrons too.  It can set the tone for the whole building.  It
seems long overdue.  It’s something that needs to be done. It should be especially helpful for people
that have young children with them.
 
Feasibility of the Project: 83%  They have an organized plan for this project. For the contractors, this
is the business they’re in, so there should be no problem.  They have a great financial statement. 
The city is putting money into this.  The city seems to view the building as an important asset of the
community.  I’d like more rationale for choosing the higher bid for the flooring.
 
Outcome Evaluation: 92% The survey was sufficient.  It does the job.  It’s acceptable.
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CITY	COUNCIL	CHECKLIST 3/9/2018
ITEM DATE ADDRESSED	

BY
RESPONSIBLE	
TO	COMPLETE EXPECTED	COMPLETION COMPLETE

Irrigation	Flags	of	Honor 5/13/2013 Thole CM,	Parks Installed completed
Downtown	Alleyway	Water	Problem 9/19/2013 Conroy CM,	Streets paved	curb	to	properly	drain	water completed
Water	Main	Relocation	‐	Cargill 2/28/2014 CM,	Engineer Mains	installed,	working	on	easements completed
Disc	Golf	Course 3/10/2014 Conroy CM Delivery	and	installation	complete	by	June completed
Weed	Control 5/27/2014 Zahrbock Parks sprayed	and	will	continue	to	spray completed
Junk	Vehicles	‐	Modify	Ordinance 7/28/2014 Meyer CM,	Attorney Proposed	Ordinanace completed
Snow	Removal	Sidewalks 1/26/2015 Conroy CM	PW Follow	Ordinance	Procedure completed
Prairie	Arts	Center	Bats 2/23/2015 Conroy CM Bat	Guy	followed	up,	some	areas	are	going	to	need	to	be	addressed	 ongoing
Contracted	Mowing	Services 7/28/2014 Zahrbock CM,	Parks Contracted	with	Richards	Adams ongoing
Lawn	Ordinance 4/27/2015 Conroy Streets mowed	and	will	continue	to	mow	throughout	the	songoing
Swimming	Pool	Renovation 2/11/2013 Thole CM,	Parks Donations	remain ongoing
Planning	and	Zoning	updates 12/28/2015 Thole CM Ordinance	to	be	approved ongoing
Landscape	Library	 11/2/2015 Thole Parks City	Staff	with	design	input	from	boards ongoing
Pool	House	‐	Renovations 7/13/2015 Conroy CM,	Parks Work	in	Progress ongoing
Playground	‐	Kiwanis	Kiddie	Park 7/13/2015 Meyer CM,	Parks Wood	Fiber	complete,	city	to	repair	turf	around	edges ongoing
Outside	City	Limits	Properties 8/13/2012 Zahrbock CM,	Attorney Letter	sent	and	responded	from	LqP	Env. ongoing
Downtown	Disctric	Maintenance	Fund 11/23/2015 Zahrbock CM Dismissed ongoing
Sump	Pumps 8/22/2016 Thole CM,PW Ordiance	approved	and	notices	mailed	to	homes ongoing
Grand	Theatre	‐	Seat	Project 5/11/2015 Meyer CM City	will	be	fiscal	agent	and	deliver	acknowledgments	for	doongoing
Outside	City	Limits	Properties 8/8/2016 Zahrbock CM,	Attorney City	Attorney	to	address	with	County	Board ongoing
Tree	Trimming 9/26/2016 Meyer CM,	PW obstructed	sidewalks/streets	documented	and	assigned ongoing
Broadband	Exploration 4/20/2017 Meyer CM,committee Revisit	June	2018 ongoing
Hazardous	Houses 4/20/2017 Thole CM,	Attorney Performed	2017	annual	inspection	letters	issued. ongoing
City	Garage 4/20/2017 Thole,	Fernho CM Concrete	Poor	condition/doors	and	roof	leaks/extensive	repairs	needed ongoing
Storm	Pond	East	Highway	40 8/10/2015 Zahrbock	 CM,	Engineer Inlet	side	has	been	cleaned	by	City	Crew ongoing
Downtown	Renovation	Fund 9/22/2014 Meyer CM, Small	Cities	Development	Grant ongoing
Downtown	Open	Space 10/27/2014 Conroy CM	Parks	Board Trees,	grass,	For	Sale	Sign	advertising	MEDA	contaongoing
Hwy	40	Curbing	‐	ask	MNDoT	to	repair 5/11/2015 Zahrbock CM,	Engineer Revisted	with	MNDOT	‐	11/20/2017 ongoing
Prairie	Arts	Center	 2/8/2016 Thole CM Grant	Award	of	10K	‐	City	to	be	Fiscal	Agent ongoing
Daycare	Shortage 5/8/2017 EDA CM,	Zahrbock Report	received	‐	Complete	grant	report	to	JPAC ongoing
City	Hall	Restoration	and	Maintenance 6/1/2017 Council CM,	BM Site	Visit	2/27‐2/28 ongoing
Public	Restrooms 5/8/2017 EDA CM,	Meyer Joint	meeting	held	2/8/18,	follow	up	3/7/18 ongoing
LqP	Players	Agreement 9/25/2017 Meyer KW Agreement	drafted	for	review ongoing
Recreation	Facility 5/2/2017 EDA CM,	Conroy CCC	follow	up	meeting	held	2/26/18 ongoing
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