
CITY OF MADISON 
AGENDA AND NOTICE OF MEETING 

Regular Meeting of the City Council – 12:00 noon 
Monday, April 9, 2018 

Madison Municipal Building 
 

1. CALL THE REGULAR MEETING TO ORDER 
Mayor Thole will call the meeting to order. 

 
2. APPROVE AGENDA 

Approve the agenda as posted in accordance with the Open Meetings law, and herein place all agenda 
items on the table for discussion.  A MOTION is in order. (Council) 

 
3. APPROVE MINUTES       

                    Page 1 
A copy of the minutes of the regular meeting minutes and March 26, 2018 regular meeting are 
enclosed. A MOTION is in order. (Council) 

 
4. PUBLIC PETITIONS, REQUESTS, HEARINGS, AND COMMUNICATIONS (public/mayor/council) 

Members of the audience wishing to address the Council with regard to an agenda item, presentation 
of a petition, utility customer hearing, or a general communication should be recognized at this time. 
A MOTION may be in order (Public/Council) 

 
5. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 A. MRES Legislative Line - receive       Page 3 
  B. 2018 District 8 Construction Projects – receive     Page 14 
 C.  Senator Dahms Newsletter– March 30, 2018 – receive    Page 15 
 D. Cash and Investment Balance – March 2018 – receive    Page 17 
  E. DNR Certificate of Completion – receive      Page 18 
 F. Computer Commuter – March 2018 – receive     Page 19 
  G. Liquor Sales Report – March 2018 – receive     Page 21 
  H. MEDA Note Status Report – March 2018 – receive    Page 22 
  I. Mobile 311 – March 2018 – receive      Page 23 
 J. Council Revenue/Expenditure – March 2018 – receive    Page 25 
 K.  Temporary Liquor License - VFW – approve     Page 29  
  
 

A MOTION may be in order to accept the reports and/or authorize the actions requested. 
(Council) 

 
6.  UNFINISHED AND NEW BUSINESS                 Page 31 

A. City Council Checklist. A DISCUSSION and MOTION may be in order. (Manager, Council)  
    
           Page 32 

B. City Engineer Approval of Invoice.  A DISCUSSION and MOTION may be in order. (Manager, 
Council) 
 



 
           Page 34 

C. Approve purchase of Zero Turn Mower Bid.  A DISCUSSION and MOTION may be in order. 
(Manager, Council)  
            
           Page 35 

D. American Legal Folio and Internet Agreement.  A DISCUSSION and MOTION may be in order. 
(Manager, Council) 
  

           
E. Other.  A DISCUSSION and MOTION may be in order. (Manager, Council) 

 
 

7.          MANAGER REPORT (Manager)  
o Park Board April 18th, 2018 7pm 
o HEO Interviews scheduled for April 17th and 18th  

 
8. MAYOR/COUNCIL REPORTS (Mayor/Council)  
 

  
9. AUDITING CLAIMS   
                                                                                                                                                                Page 37 

A copy of the Schedule Payment Report of bills submitted March 26, 2018 through  
April 9, 2018 is attached for approval for Check No. 56190 through Check No. 56220.   
A MOTION is in order. 

 
10. ADJOURNMENT 
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Value of Public Power Materials Available 
Quarter Two materials for the Value of Public Power campaign are now available on the 

members-only section of the MRES website. Using these materials is a great way to inform your 

customers and legislators about the benefits of your local utility. The materials are designed to be 

customized for local use. For questions about website access or customization, please contact 

Valerie Larson-Holmes at 800/678-4042, or email valerie.larson-holmes@mrenergy.com. 

 

This week, we also plan to send members the annual update on the amount of renewable energy 

that is already present in the power supply mix for your community. You will be able to use the 

information on this bill stuffer/poster in a number of social media posts, as well as on your 

website and/or local cable station. In addition, we plan to develop a 30-second video, which 

focuses on storm preparation and electrical safety.  

 

And, don’t forget to sign up for Tech Days, which will be held April 17-18 in Sioux Falls. 

Registration also is open for the MRES 53rd Annual Meeting, which will be held May 9-10 in 

Sioux Falls. 

 

Iowa 
The countdown is on! Last week marked the 11th week of the Iowa Legislative session, which 

meant that the Senate only considered House bills and unfinished business, while the House only 

considered Senate bills and unfinished business. With less than a month to go before the state 

ceases to pay for legislators per diem expenses, the pace will quicken even though there are 

several prominent issues remaining, for instance, the Tax Reform and the Governor’s budget bill.   

 

The Omnibus Energy Bill, SF2311, continues to languish on the House floor and continues to 

draw additional scrutiny. Unfortunately, the energy efficiency ‘right-sizing’ along with several 

other issues within the bill have become so muddled that they threaten to sink the entire Omnibus 

bill.  Energy efficiency programs are being viewed as either a hidden tax secretly leveled on 

Iowa taxpayers or as an investment in Iowan’s future. While the points of view and the rationale 

behind offering energy efficiency programs can vary widely, we will continue to emphasize local 
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control so that our customer-owners be allowed to choose the services that they want from their 

utilities, including energy efficiency.  

 

In addition to energy efficiency, the Right of First Refusal (ROFR) issue is getting muddled as 

well.  This section of the Omnibus Bill attempts to limit the right to invest in new transmission 

lines to current transmission owners. Representative Guy Vander Linden (R-Oskaloosa) has 

introduced an amendment H-8306 which would completely strike the ROFR section from the 

bill. Until the bill is actually heard and passed on the House floor, look for new proposed 

amendments to pop up.  

 

Meanwhile, Senator Randy Feenstra (R-Hull) had authored an additional utility bill, SSB 3078, 

which would strike all state statute references to energy efficiency or energy efficiency 

programs. Initially it was thought that this bill would remain shelved in favor of the Omnibus 

Energy bill, but now may become a fall back option to try to pass a smaller less controversial 

bill. On March 19, the bill was heard in subcommittee and was recommended for passage the 

next day. This bill is likely to be amended to only limit energy efficiency spending at 2 percent 

of rate revenue rather than a total elimination of energy efficiency programs. As a Ways and 

Means bill, it is not subject to committee deadlines.  Despite the limited time left in session, it is 

still likely that some sort of utility reform bill will pass.   

 

Meanwhile, HF 2307, which would expand the role of the Iowa Utilities Board in the possible 

sale of a water or wastewater utility, has been signed by the Governor. Also, SF 2235, which 

would make it a felony to damage critical energy infrastructure, has passed the Senate (33-16), 

and is pending in the House. Finally, HF 2458, Governor Reynold’s Future Ready Iowa Act has 

passed the House (98-0) and the Senate (47-0) and is now destined for the Governor’s desk. The 

goal of this bill is for over 70% of Iowans to have access to additional educational opportunities 

beyond high school by the year 2025. 

 

MRES maintains updates and links on key Iowa bills on the MRES Iowa Legislative and 

Regulatory webpage.  Also available on the website is the updated MRES Iowa Legislative Guide 

to assist you in contacting your area legislators.   

 

Minnesota 
March 22 marked the day that committees must act favorably on policy bills in committees in 

their house of origin; March 29 marks the day that committees must act favorably on companion 

bills.  So last week was very busy and this coming week will be very, very busy!   

 

Third Party Sales Behind the Meter:   

HF 3685/SF 2919:  This bill attempts to allow third parties to sell electricity directly to 

customers by modifying the definition of “public utility” in chapter 216B to exclude third parties 

who furnish electricity from wind or solar on customer’s property.  The Senate bill was not heard 

last week, but the House bill, HF 3685 will be heard in House Job Growth and Energy 

Affordability Policy and Finance committee on Wednesday, March 28.  I will be sending out a 

more complete Action Alert to our Minnesota municipal utilities separate from this newsletter 

either later today or tomorrow detailing the talking points on this bill.  This bill is very 

concerning to all utilities, in particular the municipal electric utilities.  By defining such entities 
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as not being “public utilities”, it allows anyone to provide power while not being subject to any 

authority—not safety rules, not NERC rules, and not cyber security rules.  Most importantly, it 

provides no protection for the customers.  When a problem occurs, the customer has only 

whatever recourse—if any—that is in the contract signed with the third party provider.  There is 

no recourse at the Public Utilities Commission, no recourse with your local utility, and no 

recourse from your local city council or commission.   

 

There are other bills that MRES is monitoring or heavily involved in:   

 HF 3497/SF 3166: A bill proposing to cap wireless equipment application fees at $3,000 

for wireless facilities to be attached to water towers, buildings or “other structures 

designed for other purposes.”  The utilities are opposing this bill as it undercuts the work 

that was done last year on the small cell wireless bill; and it requires utility customers to 

subsidize the work that must be done to review the application for safety, structural 

integrity, and make-ready work. It has not been set for hearing in committee at this 

writing.   

 HF 3688/SF 3245:  This bill proposes to reinstate the Property Assessed Clean Energy 

(PACE) program for residential customers.  This version of the bill is supported by the 

realtors, the banks, low-income advocates, and the Center for Energy and the 

Environment.  This has passed at least one committee in both the House and Senate now.  

In the House, it has passed Commerce and Regulatory Reform and is now pending in 

Government Operations and Elections Policy Committee.  In the Senate, it has passed 

Energy and Utilities Finance and Policy, Commerce and Consumer Protection Finance 

and Policy, and Judiciary and Public Safety Finance and Policy.  It is pending in Senate 

Taxes committee.  While there is still some contractor opposition to this bill because it 

makes the clean energy lien secondary to the mortgage, it is still moving through 

committees at a steady pace.    

 HF 3792/SF 3400:  Requiring that by 2020, all wind generation turbines install aircraft 

detection lighting systems.  It was scheduled to be heard in Senate Energy and Utilities 

Finance and Policy committee, but was withdrawn from the hearing schedule.  It has not 

been set for any further hearings at this writing.   

 HF 4046/SF 3266:  A bill that impacts the IOUs only, but all utilities are watching it.  

The bill originally would have required the IOU Integrated Resource Plans (IRP) to 

include an assessment of energy storage system feasibility and required the Public 

Utilities Commission to set mandatory deployment targets of storage based on the IRP 

assessment.  The bill has been amended to take out the mandatory targets.  It passed out 

of Senate Energy and Utilities Committee last week and is now in the Senate Finance 

Committee.  The House bill has not been set for committee hearing at this writing. 

 HF 3473/SF 3110:  Allowing high-voltage transmission projects of greater than 200 kV 

to forego the Certificate of Need process when all affected landowners have already 

granted secured easements on the proposed route.  It has not been set for any committee 

hearings at this writing. 

 HF 3993/SF 3558:  This bill would extend the assessments on utilities (the assessments 

were due to sunset) to pay for the state’s CIP related software and would create a 

stakeholder group to oversee the software spending.  MRES is concerned with this as its 

members generally do not use the software and the assessment seems to be on-going.  It 
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has passed out of the Senate Energy and Utilities committee and is pending on the Senate 

floor.  It has not been set for hearing in the House.   

 

There are also some non-energy bills that MRES is watching carefully:   

 HF 3034/SF 2491: To make public entity settlement agreements public and to file a 

report of public entity settlement agreements with the Legislature. MRES is concerned 

that this opens the door to allowing the public to gain information in sexual harassment or 

misconduct cases in which the perpetrator may have had a finding in his/her favor, but a 

severance settlement was reached with one of the two parties for workplace harmony 

considerations.  The Senate version of the bill has passed out of State Government 

Finance and Policy and Elections committee and is now pending in Judiciary and Public 

Safety Finance and Policy.  It has not been heard in the House and it appears it may have 

stalled. 

 HF 3698/SF 3602:  A bill to allow public-private partnerships for infrastructure projects.  

MRES is concerned as this bill could open the door for mandating that public entities 

allow more private ownership of what are already publically-owned assets.  This bill 

appears to have stalled out and is not set for a committee hearing.   

 

Minnesota bills of relevance can be found on the MRES Minnesota Legislative and Regulatory 

webpage.  Also available on the website is the updated MRES Minnesota Legislative Guide to 

assist you in contacting your area legislators.   

 

North Dakota 
On March 19, the North Dakota Supreme Court heard arguments in a lawsuit filed by the 

Republican-led General Assembly against GOP Governor Doug Burgum.  The crux of the 

lawsuit is whether the governor violated his line-item veto power last session. The lawsuit filed 

in December disputes five partial vetoes Burgum made to four bills in May 2017 that deleted 

words or phrases.  Legislators say the selective edits resulted in changing the intent of the bills.  

 

There have been some discussions locally with law enforcement about protest activity occurring 

with Keystone XL pipeline project.  After the protests around the Dakota Access project last 

year, it is expected that law enforcement will undergo certain training in advance of any protest 

activity to help prepare.  Specifically, the local Montana area law enforcement recently went 

through Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) training as a preemptive move.  The 

training was focused on how to effectively respond to and to work with citizens that may gather 

and protest against the Keystone XL pipeline project.  The local law enforcement in Montana 

believe there will be protests, but hope that the protest activity stays civil. Law enforcement in 

North Dakota has also been alerted that they may be called into service to assist Montana law 

enforcement to deal with protests.  

 

The 2018 Williston Basin Petroleum Conference (WBPC) will be held May 22 to 24, in 

Bismarck. Seven executives and J.C. Watts (former Republican Congressman from Oklahoma) 

are among the 40 speakers who will present their insight and expertise at the conference. The 

WBPC remains one of the largest oil and gas conferences in the nation, attracting more than 

2,500 people each year. The conference is known for bringing in high-caliber speakers. 
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South Dakota 
Session is almost over.  The final step is “Veto Day” which is Monday, March 26.  The 

legislature will reconvene in Pierre for one reason only—to consider overriding any 

gubernatorial vetoes.  There is only one bill that MRES was monitoring that was vetoed by the 

Governor.  That bill was HB 1268 which revised the dates that legislators may begin pre-filing 

bills for the up-coming legislative session.  Under the proposed bill, pre-filed bills may be filed 

at any time beginning the day after the completion of the official canvass of the State Canvassing 

Board during an election year, or at any time beginning July 1 in an odd-numbered, non-election 

year. We will report the outcome of this bill’s potential veto challenge next Monday. 

 

Open Meetings/Public Records/Cyber Security 

MRES was involved with several open meetings and public records bills. Two that were 

monitored, but did not pass were HB 1141 and HB 1142.  The bills would have allowed small 

municipals or school districts to publish notices and minutes on-line (HB 1141) and would have 

allowed municipal and school districts underserved by newspapers to publish some notices on-

line (HB 1142).  While neither passed, it did bring up a debate that is occurring more and more 

in states—given the fact that the general public relies increasingly on electronic media for 

information, should there still be required newspaper publications.   

 

Another bill MRES was involved in was SB 62, which requires all entities (political 

subdivisions, hospitals, banks, etc.) to notify persons whose personal or protected information 

may have been put at risk of a breach, passed both houses. The bill requires that residents be 

notified within 60 days of a breach’s discovery unless the company and the Attorney General 

determine it likely would not harm the affected people.  The bill would also require companies to 

inform the attorney general if a breach affected more than 250 residents.  It was signed by the 

Governor on March 21. 

 

Finally, HB 1172 passed both houses with very little opposition.  It would require that there be 

time reserved at all public meetings to take public comment.  The amount of time reserved for 

comment is up to the Chair of the public entity.  It was signed by the Governor on March 22. 

 

Wind Energy Bills 

There were a multitude of wind energy bills introduced this year, including:  HB 1022 (allowing 

the Public Utilities Commission 6 months instead of one year to approve a wind siting permit),  

HB 1164 (requiring changes in notice to affected persons and clarifying when persons may 

intervene in a permit case), HB 1234 (requiring state decommissioning rules for wind), HB 1235 

(requiring local government/county rules for decommissioning wind), and SB 127 (allowing for 

the reconfiguration of wind towers that varies from the original permit).  All of these bills were 

either deferred to the non-existent 41st Legislative Day or failed in committee.   

 

Property Assessed Clean Energy 

The Property Assessed Clean Energy bill (PACE) was introduced as HB 1301 and was 

universally opposed by all of the utilities.  It was deferred to the non-existent 41st Legislative 

Day on 10 to 3 vote by the House Commerce and Energy Committee. 
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Ballot Measure Approved 

SJR 1 passed both houses and places a measure on the November ballot.  Voters will decide 

whether to amend the state Constitution to require that at least 55 percent of the votes cast be in 

favor of a constitutional measure before it is considered passed.  This is a change to current law 

which only requires a simple majority to pass a state Constitutional measures.   

 

MRES maintains updates and links on key South Dakota bills on the MRES South Dakota 

Legislative and Regulatory webpage. Also available on the website is the updated MRES South 

Dakota Legislative Guide to assist you in contacting your area legislators.   

 

Wyoming 
The 2018 Wyoming Legislative budget session is over and now begins a 9-month discussion of 

the results. Budget deficits will continue as demand for monetary resources also grows. Since 

this is an election year, a new Governor and fresh legislators will return to face similar 

challenges next year. A couple of the issues that we were following this year will most certainly 

return. SF 74, which would have strengthened the crimes against critical infrastructure had 

passed both the Senate and the House only to be vetoed by the Governor. This is becoming a 

familiar issue in many states; it will be revised in the interim to smooth the way for passage 

during the 2019 Wyoming legislative session. Also, severance taxes on natural resources are 

bound to be discussed in an environment where the state is running close to a $1 billion deficit. 

MRES will continue to monitor the interim committees throughout the summer.  

 

Federal 
Senators, Representatives Voice Opposition to Budget Proposals to Privatize WAPA 

Transmission and Move to Market Rates.  In two letters, members of the House and Senate 

voiced their strong opposition to the Administration’s proposals to sell the transmission assets of 

WAPA and the other PMAs and to sell PMA power at market-based rates. Noting the long, 

bipartisan opposition to similar proposals, 23 Senators—including Senators Ernst, Heitkamp, 

Hoeven, Klobuchar, Rounds, and Smith—wrote Office of Management and Budget Director 

Mulvaney objecting to these proposals that threaten reliable and affordable electric service.  And 

in the House, noting that the budget proposal creates unnecessary financial risks to the federal 

entities and brings uncertainty to consumers, 59 Representatives wrote the leaders of the House 

Budget Committee urging rejection of the PMA initiatives which “could lead to widespread 

decreases in service, or loss of access to an economic and stable power supply”.  MRES 

delegation members Representatives Cramer, Loebsack, King, Peterson, and Walz signed the 

letter. 
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Value of Public Power Materials Available 
Quarter Two materials for the Value of Public Power campaign materials are now available on 

the members-only section of the Missouri River Energy Services (MRES) website. Using these 

materials is a great way to inform your customers and legislators about the benefits of your local 

utility. The materials are designed to be customized for local use. For questions about website 

access or customization, please contact Valerie Larson-Holmes at 800/678-4042, or email 

valerie.larson-holmes@mrenergy.com. 

 

And, don’t forget to sign up for Tech Days, which will be held April 17-18 in Sioux Falls. 

Registration also is open for the MRES 53rd Annual Meeting, which will be held May 9-10 in 

Sioux Falls. 

 

Iowa 
We are now into the 13th week of the Iowa legislative session. Lawmakers are trying to finish 

their work by April 17, which is the 100th day of session and under the state Constitution, a daily 

per diem will no longer be paid. In short, legislators may continue to meet after April 17, but 

they will not be paid.  

The State Budget Bill, SF 2117, has been signed and will reduce state spending by about $35 

million. The House Tax Reform bill is still being discussed in committee and has not reached the 

House floor for debate. This bill is projected to save Iowa taxpayers up to $1.7 billion over the 

next six years.  

The Omnibus Energy Bill, SF 2311, continues to wait for consideration before the House and is 

expected to draw additional criticism and amendments. House leadership has been reluctant to 

move the bill forward and would prefer a less controversial approach. As a result, another bill is 

being considered to take the place of SF 2311. Earlier in this session, Senator Randy Feenstra (R-

Hull) authored SSB 3078, which would strike all state statutory references to energy efficiency 

and energy efficiency programs. This could become the fall back option to try to pass a smaller, 

less controversial bill. Senator Feenstra is amenable to amending his bill to include compromise 

language on energy efficiency and other non-controversial issues from the Omnibus Energy Bill.  
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The current compromise being discussed would cap Investor Owned Utility (IOU) energy 

efficiency programs at two percent spending, demand response programs at two percent, and 

natural gas programs at 1.5 percent. The IOUs are agreeable to that option. Additionally, 

municipal electric utilities would no longer have energy efficiency reporting requirements to the 

Iowa Utilities Board; but would still have federal reporting responsibilities. Finally, the amended 

bill would encompass changes to Iowa Chapter 28F law to allow municipals to finance for 

natural gas expansion. House leadership is still considering potential amendments to SSB 3078 

in order to decide whether to go forward on the original Omnibus Energy Bill or to amend SSB 

3078 as a smaller bill. It is too early to tell which version will move forward. 

Meanwhile, SF 2235, which creates the crime of intentionally damaging critical infrastructure, 

has passed both the Senate and the House and is awaiting the Governor’s signature. SF 2155, 

which would allow communities additional time to invest and spend state funding, passed both 

the Senate and the House unanimously and is pending the Governor’s approval.  

MRES maintains updates and links on key Iowa bills on the MRES Iowa Legislative and 

Regulatory webpage. Also available on the website is the updated MRES Iowa Legislative Guide 

to assist you in contacting your area legislators.   

 

Minnesota 
Thursday, March 29, marked the day that committees had to act favorably on companion policy 

bills or the bills would be considered “dead.” So last week was very, very busy!  However, in 

both the Senate and the House, committees that cover both policy and finance bills have declared 

that all bills before their committees are not subject to policy deadlines, but are instead subject to 

the finance bill deadline of April 20. The legislature is on break this week and committee work 

will be taken up as soon as they return on April 9. We will see on April 9, as to how many policy 

bills will be heard in committees even though deadlines have technically passed.  

 

Additionally, the rumor is spreading quickly that there will be not one, but two Omnibus-

Omnibus bills. Specifically, there will be a very large Omnibus Budget Bill containing a large 

amount of the financing and appropriation bills in one bill. Then, there will likely be a 

Supplementary Omnibus Budget Bill, which would contain a large variety of finance and policy 

bills all cobbled into a large bill. This will likely make conference committees and floor debates 

very contentious and very long in the waning days of session in May.   

 

Third Party Sales Behind the Meter:   

HF 3685/SF 2919:  As reported previously, this bill attempts to allow third parties to sell 

electricity directly to customers by modifying the definition of “public utility” in chapter 216B to 

exclude third parties who furnish electricity from wind or solar on customer’s property. The 

Senate bill was not heard, but the House bill, HF 3685 was heard in House Job Growth and 

Energy Affordability Policy and Finance committee on Wednesday, March 28. The only 

testimony in favor of the bill came from the bill author and the Retailers Association. Opposing 

testimony came from Wright-Hennepin Cooperative, Minnesota Power, Missouri River Energy 

Services, Xcel Energy, the Minnesota Center for Energy and Environment, and Minnesota Legal 

Aid. Other utilities were also lined up to testify, but it became clear that the committee and the 

committee chair were done listening to testimony. No vote was taken and the committee chair 
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Pat Garofalo (R-Farmington) laid over the bill, announcing that he would NOT be including it in 

the Omnibus bill. However, there is clearly more appetite at the Capitol for discussion of 

deregulation and bringing more players and innovation to the table. This will be an on-going 

issue at the Capitol over the next few years. It should also be noted that some legislators will be 

going to Nevada the week after Easter for fact-finding on deregulation. The voters of Nevada 

have voted in favor of a state Constitutional amendment to bring deregulation to the state.   

 

There are other bills that MRES is monitoring or heavily involved in:   

 HF 3497/SF 3166:  A bill proposing to cap wireless equipment application fees at $3,000 

for wireless facilities to be attached to water towers, buildings or “other structures 

designed for other purposes.” The utilities opposed this bill as it requires utility customers 

to subsidize the work that must be done to review the application for safety, structural 

integrity, and make-ready work. It was not heard before policy deadlines, but we will 

continue to guard against its appearance throughout the remainder of session.   

 HF 3688/SF 3245:  This bill proposes to reinstate the Property Assessed Clean Energy 

(PACE) program for residential customers. This version of the bill is supported by the 

realtors, the banks, low-income advocates, and the Center for Energy and the 

Environment. While there is still some contractor opposition to this bill because it makes 

the clean energy lien secondary to the mortgage, it is still moving through committees at 

a steady pace. It is unclear whether this will continue to move ahead on its own or if it 

would end up in an Omnibus bill. Advocates for the bill would rather see it move ahead 

on its own rather than risk getting lost or traded in a large omnibus bill.   

 HF 4046/SF 3266:  A bill that impacts the IOUs only, but all utilities are watching it.  

The bill originally would have required the IOU Integrated Resource Plans (IRP) to 

include an assessment of energy storage system feasibility and required the Public 

Utilities Commission to set mandatory deployment targets of storage based on the IRP 

assessment. The bill has been amended to take out the mandatory targets. It passed out of 

Senate Energy and Utilities Committee last week and is now in the Senate Finance 

Committee. It has not been heard in the House, but because the GOP wants to do 

“something” on storage, it may end up in an Omnibus bill.   

 HF 3473/SF 3110:  Allowing high-voltage transmission projects of greater than 200 kV 

to forego the Certificate of Need process when all affected landowners have already 

granted secured easements on the proposed route. It has not been set for any committee 

hearings, but it could end up in an Omnibus bill.   

 HF 3993/SF 3558:  This bill would extend the assessments on utilities (the assessments 

were due to sunset) to pay for the state’s Conservation Improvement Program related 

software and would create a stakeholder group to oversee the software spending. MRES 

is concerned with this as its members generally do not use the software and the 

assessment seems to be on-going. It has passed out of the Senate Energy and Utilities 

committee and is currently pending in Senate Finance. It has not been heard in the House; 

but it could end up in an Omnibus bill or still be heard after the legislative break.   

 

There are also some non-energy bills that MRES is watching carefully:   

 HF 3034/SF 2491:  To make public entity settlement agreements public and to file a 

report of public entity settlement agreements with the Legislature. MRES is concerned 

that this would require MRES to make a filing in Minnesota when entering a settlement 
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agreement involving employee misconduct that occurred in another state where MRES 

employees work (e.g., Iowa). MRES testified against the bill in Senate Judiciary and 

Public Safety Finance and Policy last week. There does seem to be some appetite in 

amending the bill to carve out MRES. We will work with the Senate author on options.  It 

has not been heard in the House, so it is still unknown if the bill will move forward. 

 

Minnesota bills of relevance can be found on the MRES Minnesota Legislative and Regulatory 

webpage. Also available on the website is the updated MRES Minnesota Legislative Guide to 

assist you in contacting your area legislators.   

 

North Dakota 
The Natural Resources interim committee met on March 29. The committee covered two topics 

that MRES is monitoring:  wind energy reclamation and interaction with political subdivisions 

and landowners during the siting process. The state Game and Fish department gave a 

presentation that covered both the department’s involvement in local landowners as well as its 

concerns for impacts that wind development may have on wildlife habitats, including noise, 

shadow flickers, and bird fatalities. The department noted that in some areas of wind 

development, they are seeing bird habitats decreasing. The department outlined its efforts to 

assess impacts and to work with developers on offsetting those wildlife impacts. Representatives 

of landowners also spoke. They pointed out their concerns not only with reclamation of wind 

projects, but setbacks and appropriate compensation. The committee is tentatively set to meet 

next on June 6.    

 

South Dakota 
“Veto Day” was last Monday, March 26. The legislature reconvened in Pierre to consider 

overriding gubernatorial vetoes. There was only one bill that MRES was monitoring that was 

vetoed by the Governor. That bill was HB 1268 which revised the dates that legislators may 

begin pre-filing bills for the up-coming legislative session. Under the proposed bill, pre-filed 

bills may be filed at any time beginning the day after the completion of the official canvass of the 

State Canvassing Board during an election year, or at any time beginning July 1, in an odd-

numbered, non-election year. The veto override failed on a vote of 39 to 24.   

 

It was an interesting year. Highlights of the 2018 Legislative Session include: 

1. Nonmeandered water legislation beneficial to sportsmen failed. The legislation would have 

prohibited “pay to fish” activities and provided that water marked as closed to one 

person/entity was closed to all public and private fishing.  

2. Constitutional gun carry and modified constitutional gun carry bills failed to clear both 

chambers.  

3. Alcohol laws were modified to assist craft breweries increasing the amount of beer they 

could produce and distribute.  

4. Constitutional language on ballot amendments to Marsy’s Law were agreed upon by 

proponents and opponents for the placement on the next election ballot.  

5. The precision agricultural building was authorized to be funded and built at South Dakota 

State University even though it was not authorized in the Governor’s budget.  

6. House Representative David Johnson (R-Rapid City) was accused by Representative Lynne 

DiSanto (R-Box Elder) and by other witnesses of assaulting her verbally. A special 
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disciplinary committee was formed to deal with the issue and later disbanded. House 

leadership publicly insinuated that DiSanto was being less than truthful and called for an 

apology on her part, which was not received. 

7. Voters will decide next November whether to amend the state Constitution to require that at 

least 55 percent of the votes cast be in favor of a constitutional measure before it is 

considered passed.   

 

MRES maintains updates and links on key South Dakota bills on the MRES South Dakota 

Legislative and Regulatory webpage. Also available on the website is the updated MRES South 

Dakota Legislative Guide to assist you in contacting your area legislators.   
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Project HWY Project Description

1 19&71
Construct continuous left turn from south Minnesota St. to Patton St. Construct left turn lane 
from east Tin St. to 2nd St. Replace signal at Swain St. Replace signal at Dekalb St. Install new 
signal at CR 101.  Upgrade sidewalk and pedestrian crossings to meet ADA standards along the 
project area. 

22 Resurface pavement on Hwy 12 to Hwy 55 in Eden Valley

55
Resurface pavement on Hwy 22 from Hwy 22/Eden Valley to the Meeker/Stearns county line.  
Pedestrian improvements (ADA) in Eden Valley. Pedestrian improvements to meet ADA standards 
along Hwy 55.
Repair bridge over Redwood River north of the intersection of Hwy 59 and Hwy 68 in Marshall
Resurface bridge on Hwy 68 over Redwood River Diversion channel north of Hwy 59

4 23 Construct Reduced Conflict Intersection, J-turn, at intersection of Hwy 23 and Lyon Street in 
Marshall.  Construct left turn lane at Hwy 23 and Clarice Street in Marshall.

5 67 Replace bridge over Lac Qui Parle River two miles east of Hwy 75 and stabilize stream

6 75
Resurface pavement from the south intersection of Hwy 23 to Hwy 75/Hwy 23 in Pipestone.  
Construct continuous left turning lane and upgrade pedestrian crossings to meet ADA standards 
along the project area.

7 12&40 Construct railroad bypass on west side of Willmar. Construct  new bridges over Hwy 40 and near 
Township Rd 26

8 23
Resurface pavement on Hwy 23 from the Jct of US 71 in Willmar to County Road 31 in New 
London (end of four lane).  Upgrade sidewalks and pedestrians crossing to meet ADA standards in 
Spicer.

9 71
Resurface pavement from Hwy 23 to north of Hwy 9. Construct right turn lanes at Hwy 71 and 
Kandiyohi CR 10 and Hwy 71 and the landfill.  Construct left turn lane at intersections of Hwy 71 
and Kandiyohi CR 40, 27, 29, 10, 148/48 and Hwy 9.  Construct pedestrian underpass (DNR trail 
extension) at intersection of Hwy 71 and Kandiyohi CR 40.

10 212 Resurface pavement, line culverts, replace culvert and add rumble strips on Hwy 212 from Hwy 
29 in Montevideo to the west end of the bridge in Granite Falls

11 71 Resurface pavement from the Jct. of Hwy 9 to Hwy 55 (Belgrade)
12 40 Resurface pavement from the MN/SD state line to the Jct. of Hwy 119 (excluding the town of 

Madison)
13 212 Resurface pavement from the MN/SD state line to the Jct of Hwy 75

2

3 19 & 68
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Session 
Update 

FOLLOW ME ONLINE 

HIGHWAY 14/15 NEW ULM GATEWAY 

CONSTRUCTION STARTS APRIL 3 WITH DETOUR 

 

Weather permitting, construction will begin on the 

Highway 14/15 New Ulm Gateway project on 

Tuesday, April 3, and motorists will be detoured 

around the project. 

 

Highway 14/15 from Broadway Street to Nicollet 

County Road 21, including the bridge over Front 

Street, will be closed and motorists will be detoured 

from Highway 14 to Nicollet County Road 37/20th 

Street South to Broadway Street until October. 

 

Weekly construction meetings for the public will be 

held on Mondays at 2:30 p.m. at 1800 South Valley 

Street, New Ulm. For detour and construction 

staging maps, and to sign up for project email 

updates, visit www.mndot.gov/newulm.  

 

In 2019 MnDOT will replace the Minnesota River 

Bridge and build a new interchange at the 

intersection of Highway 14/15/County Road 21. 

Mathiowetz Construction of Sleepy Eye was 

awarded the contract with a bid of $31,452,543. 

 

The Highway 14/15 New Ulm Gateway project 

addresses intersection safety, aging bridges, poor 

pavement conditions and occasional road flooding 

around New Ulm. Construction began in 2017 with 

the majority of the work and detours taking place in 

2018 and 2019.  For updated road condition 

information, call 511 or visit www.511mn.org 

SENATE APPROVES PENSION BILL, 

EMPLOYEE CONTRACTS 

 

For three years, legislators worked with all interested 

parties to craft a pension agreement that ensures 

stability across all the state’s pension funds. On 

Monday, that agreement (the 2018 Omnibus Pension 

Bill) was brought before the full Senate and passed 

unanimously.  

 

It was vital to craft a fiscally responsible plan that 

included shared sacrifice and shared benefit between 

the retirees, the actives, the employers, and the state. 

This bill is the most significant pension reform in the 

state’s history, and ensures that a state pension plan 

will be on sound financial footing for generations to 

come.  

 

The Senate also approved the labor contracts for the 

state’s employees (Senate File 3154). The House 

approved the contracts on Tuesday, and the governor 

signed the bill. 

DITCH MOWING PERMITS BILL ADVANCES 

 

Senator Dahms is chief author of a bill (Senate File 

3569) requiring a one year moratorium on 

enforcement of ditch mowing permits. If passed, the 

Department of Transportation would not be able to 

enforce its permit rule to mow or bale hay in the 

right-of-way of a trunk highway until April 30, 2019. 

The bill was heard in the Senate Transportation 

Finance and Policy Committee, passed, and now 

awaits consideration by the full Senate. 
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Southwest Minnesota State University students 

Judge John Rodenberg, 

New Ulm 

Ric Nelson, New Ulm NOT PICTURED: 

 Mike Panka, Marshall 

Session Update 

Jean Keenan, Mankato 

THANK YOU FOR VISITING US AT THE CAPITOL 

**PLEASE NOTE: Due to next week’s legislative 

recess, there will be no weekly newsletter. 

Senator Dahms and his staff wish you a  

Happy Easter! 

Best Life Alliance 

Alan, Rosann, and Meghan Plotz, Clements 
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Certificate of Completion 

THIS ACKNOWLEDGES THAT 

City of Madison  

Has Completed the 2017 Water Conservation Report  

Carmelita Nelson, Program Coordinator March 30, 2018 
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City of Madison 

Memo 
To: City Administrator & City Council 

From: Dale Hiepler, Liquor Store Manager  

CC:   

Date: 4/6/2018 

Re: March Sales 

March Sales were down slightly for the month, $201.  For the year we are down $1,974.   

One of my goal at the beginning of the year was to reduce slow moving inventory in the store, thus reducing cost.  

To date, I have reduced purchases by $15,051 for the year, and I will continue to monitor purchases to keep this 

trend going.   
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CITY	COUNCIL	CHECKLIST 4/5/2018
ITEM DATE ADDRESSED	

BY
RESPONSIBLE	
TO	COMPLETE EXPECTED	COMPLETION COMPLETE

Irrigation	Flags	of	Honor 5/13/2013 Thole CM,	Parks Installed completed
Downtown	Alleyway	Water	Problem 9/19/2013 Conroy CM,	Streets paved	curb	to	properly	drain	water completed
Water	Main	Relocation	‐	Cargill 2/28/2014 CM,	Engineer Mains	installed,	working	on	easements completed
Disc	Golf	Course 3/10/2014 Conroy CM Delivery	and	installation	complete	by	June completed
Weed	Control 5/27/2014 Zahrbock Parks sprayed	and	will	continue	to	spray completed
Junk	Vehicles	‐	Modify	Ordinance 7/28/2014 Meyer CM,	Attorney Proposed	Ordinanace completed
Snow	Removal	Sidewalks 1/26/2015 Conroy CM	PW Follow	Ordinance	Procedure completed
Prairie	Arts	Center	Bats 2/23/2015 Conroy CM Bat	Guy	followed	up,	some	areas	are	going	to	need	to	be	addressed	 ongoing
Contracted	Mowing	Services 7/28/2014 Zahrbock CM,	Parks Contracted	with	Richards	Adams ongoing
Lawn	Ordinance 4/27/2015 Conroy Streets mowed	and	will	continue	to	mow	throughout	the	songoing
Swimming	Pool	Renovation 2/11/2013 Thole CM,	Parks Donations	remain ongoing
Planning	and	Zoning	updates 12/28/2015 Thole CM Ordinance	to	be	approved ongoing
Landscape	Library	 11/2/2015 Thole Parks City	Staff	with	design	input	from	boards ongoing
Pool	House	‐	Renovations 7/13/2015 Conroy CM,	Parks Work	in	Progress ongoing
Playground	‐	Kiwanis	Kiddie	Park 7/13/2015 Meyer CM,	Parks Wood	Fiber	complete,	city	to	repair	turf	around	edges ongoing
Outside	City	Limits	Properties 8/13/2012 Zahrbock CM,	Attorney Letter	sent	and	responded	from	LqP	Env. ongoing
Downtown	Disctric	Maintenance	Fund 11/23/2015 Zahrbock CM Dismissed ongoing
Sump	Pumps 8/22/2016 Thole CM,PW Ordiance	approved	and	notices	mailed	to	homes ongoing
Grand	Theatre	‐	Seat	Project 5/11/2015 Meyer CM City	will	be	fiscal	agent	and	deliver	acknowledgments	for	doongoing
Outside	City	Limits	Properties 8/8/2016 Zahrbock CM,	Attorney City	Attorney	to	address	with	County	Board ongoing
Tree	Trimming 9/26/2016 Meyer CM,	PW obstructed	sidewalks/streets	documented	and	assigned ongoing
Broadband	Exploration 4/20/2017 Meyer CM,committee Revisit	June	2018 ongoing
Hazardous	Houses 4/20/2017 Thole CM,	Attorney Performed	2017	annual	inspection	letters	issued. ongoing
City	Garage 4/20/2017 Thole,	Fernho CM Concrete	Poor	condition/doors	and	roof	leaks/extensive	repairs	needed ongoing
Storm	Pond	East	Highway	40 8/10/2015 Zahrbock	 CM,	Engineer Inlet	side	has	been	cleaned	by	City	Crew ongoing
Downtown	Renovation	Fund 9/22/2014 Meyer CM, Small	Cities	Development	Grant ongoing
Downtown	Open	Space 10/27/2014 Conroy CM	Parks	Board Trees,	grass,	For	Sale	Sign	advertising	MEDA	contaongoing
Hwy	40	Curbing	‐	ask	MNDoT	to	repair 5/11/2015 Zahrbock CM,	Engineer Revisted	with	MNDOT	‐	11/20/2017 ongoing
Prairie	Arts	Center	 2/8/2016 Thole CM Work	started	by	Jweber,	Flooring	being	selected ongoing
Daycare	Shortage 5/8/2017 EDA CM,	Zahrbock Committee	met	4/05/18	 ongoing
City	Hall	Restoration	and	Maintenance 6/1/2017 Council CM,	BM First	Milestone	‐	30%	submitted ongoing
Public	Restrooms 5/8/2017 EDA CM,	Meyer Joint	meeting	held	04/03/18 ongoing
LqP	Players	Agreement 9/25/2017 Meyer KW Agreement	drafted	for	review ongoing
Recreation	Facility 5/2/2017 EDA CM,	Conroy First	Schematic	drawings	received ongoing

31



32



33



34



March 28, 2018

Val Halvorson,
City Manager
404 6th Avenue
Madison, MN 56256

Re: Code in Folio for CD and Internet

Dear Ms. Halvorson:

Following is information you requested regarding posting the Code of Ordinances on the
Internet.  We would convert the code files into the Folio VIEWS search and retrieval program
and then place it on the internet. 

We would provide you with a CD-ROM version in addition to placing the code on the
internet.  The CD version can be placed on an internal network for use by municipal employees. 
Each user can create a “shadow file” allowing them to highlight text, create pop-up notes and set
bookmarks without affecting the code version used by other employees.  The internet version
would be maintained on American Legal Publishing’s website, with a link from the
municipality’s website.  You can see examples of codes on the internet at our website:
www.amlegal.com (under Code Library), and a video demonstration under the Services tab
(Electronic and Internet Publishing). 

Let me know if you have any questions.

Best regards,

Ray G. Bollhauer,
Staff Attorney
rbollhauer@amlegal.com

AMERICAN LEGAL PUBLISHING • ONE WEST FOURTH STREET • CINCINNATI, OH 45202
800-445-5588 WWW.AMLEGAL.COM Fax: 513-763-356235



FOLIO & INTERNET COST AGREEMENT FOR CODE OF ORDINANCES
March 28, 2018

American Legal Publishing will convert the Code of Ordinances of Madison, MN  into the Folio
VIEWS program and post online at the following prices:  

Code of Ordinances:

1) Code converted into Folio VIEWS (one-time fee) $595

2) Future Supplements of Folio Code $1.95/page
(cost is in addition to editing charge for printed pages)

3) Code on the Internet (annual hosting fee) $450 per year

4) Phone Support no charge

Time to Completion:

Number of days until Code is Online 60 days

Terms:  Due upon completion of project and receipt of invoice.

Transmittal As Offer

The transmittal of this Agreement to Municipality is an offer by Publisher to perform the
stated services at the price and upon the terms and conditions referenced above and shall
be subject to acceptance by Publisher's receipt of the agreement executed by Municipality
no later than July 31, 2018 unless such date is extended in writing by Publisher.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties have hereunto set their hands on the date(s)
indicated:

CITY OF MADISON, MINNESOTA 

BY                                                             

TITLE                                     Date                

AMERICAN LEGAL PUBLISHING 

BY                                                               

TITLE                                       Date                
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