
CITY OF MADISON 
AGENDA AND NOTICE OF MEETING 

Regular Meeting of the City Council – 5:00 P.M. 
Monday, August 26, 2019 

Madison Municipal Building 
 

1. CALL THE REGULAR MEETING TO ORDER 
Mayor Thole will call the meeting to order. 

 
2. APPROVE AGENDA 

Approve the agenda as posted in accordance with the Open Meetings law, and herein place all agenda 
items on the table for discussion.  A MOTION is in order. (Council) 

 
3. APPROVE MINUTES                 Page 1 

A copy of the August 12, 2019 regular meeting minutes are enclosed.  A MOTION is in order. (Council) 
 

4. PUBLIC PETITIONS, REQUESTS, HEARINGS, AND COMMUNICATIONS (public/mayor/council) 
Members of the audience wishing to address the Council with regard to an agenda item, presentation 
of a petition, utility customer hearing, or a general communication should be recognized at this time. A 
MOTION may be in order (Public/Council) 

 
5. CONSENT AGENDA 
              

A. Application for Exempt Permit – Madison Chamber – approve   Page 4 
B. Dahmes Recognition Letter – LMC – receive     Page 5 
C. Pioneer land Agenda– August 15, 2019 - receive     Page 6 
 
 

A MOTION may be in order to accept the reports and/or authorize the actions requested. (Council) 
 
6.  UNFINISHED AND NEW BUSINESS   

             
            Page 8 

A. City Council Checklist.  A DISCUSSION and MOTION may be in order. (Manager, Council) 
            
          Page 9 

B.  City Engineer Update and Final Pay Application – TE Underground.  A DISCUSSION and 
MOTION may be in order. (Manager, Council) 
           Page 12 

C. Notice of Temporary Easement – MNDOT.  A DISCUSSION may be in order. (Manager, Council) 
 

D. Other.  A DISCUSSION and MOTION may be in order. (Manager, Council) 
 
 

7.          MANAGER REPORT (Manager) 
• MRES Laramie Tour/Dry Fork      Page 19 
• Lincoln Pipestone Rural Water      Page 23 

 



 
 
 

8. MAYOR/COUNCIL REPORTS (Mayor/Council) 
• Airport Commission Meeting       Page 27 

   
 

9. AUDITING CLAIM  
                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                               Page 28                                    
  A copy of the Schedule Payment Report of bills submitted August 12, 2019 through  

August 26, 2019 is attached for approval for Check No. 58512 through Check No. 58543 and debit card 
purchases.  A MOTION is in order. 

 
10. ADJOURNMENT 
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LEAGUEoF 
MINNESOTA 

CITIES 

July 31, 2019 

The Honorable Gary H. Dahms 
2111 Minnesota Senate Building 
95 University Avenue W. 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Dear Senator Dahms, 

CONNECTING & INNOVATING 
SINCE 1913 

On behalf of our 833 member cities, I want to thank you for your efforts this past legislative 
session and to recognize you as a League of Minnesota Cities Legislator of Distinction for 2019. 

League staff and member city officials appreciate your accessibility and your consultation with 
us on legislation affecting cities. Specifically, you authored legislation to restore LGA funding to 
the 2002 level as well as a bill to exempt local government road construction vehicles from the 

sales tax. Furthermore, you were helpful in progressing the municipal liquor store continuation 
legislation as well as pension matters. Our members also recognize your efforts to regularly seek 
the input of cities and League staff to understand concerns and perspectives on issues. 

Our members know that in order to be successful in serving our common constituents, state and 
city officials must work together as partners to reach solutions that meet the unique needs of 

rural, suburban, and urban communities all across Minnesota. City leaders also understand that 
without the support of legislative leaders like you, this state-local partnership would not be 
possible. 

To acknowledge your contributions last session, mayors of each city in your legislative district 

will receive notification of your recognition. A press release will also be issued to media in your 
area. City officials and League staff look forward to continuing to work with you in the future. 

Sincerely, 

Michael J. Momson 
City Manager, Hopkins 

President, League of Minnesota Cities 

Enclosure 

145 UNIVERSITY AVE. WEST 

ST. PAUL. MN 55103-2044 

PHONE (651) 281-1200 F� (651) 281-1299 

TOLL FRH (800) 925-1122 WEIi WWW.LMCORG 
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CITY	COUNCIL	CHECKLIST 8/23/2019
ITEM DATE ADDRESSED	

BY
RESPONSIBLE	
TO	COMPLETE EXPECTED	COMPLETION COMPLETE

Broadband Exploration 4/20/2017 Meyer CM,committee No change in grant requirements ongoing
Downtown Renovation Fund 9/22/2014 Meyer CM, Small Cities Development Grant ongoing
Downtown Open Space 10/27/2014 Conroy CM Parks Board Trees, grass, For Sale Sign advertising MEDA contact ongoing
City Garage 4/20/2017 Thole, Fernho CM PW is cleaning out as time allows - Sell/Fix? ongoing
Hwy 40 Curbing - ask MNDoT to repair 5/11/2015 Zahrbock CM, Engineer Planned Project 2023 ongoing
Recreation Facility 5/2/2017 EDA CM, Conroy On hold - will require additional community engagement ongoing
City Hall Restoration and Maintenance 6/1/2017 Council CM, BM Preapplication submitted, request for bids due 9/12/19 ongoing
Pool Hours of Operation 3/25/2019 Zahrbock CM, council Last Date August 24th ongoing
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Dawson-Boyd Water Source Development & Water Service to Rural Residents and 
Cities in Northern Portion of LPRW Service Area. 
 
 
Brief Summary of Project 
 
Lincoln-Pipestone Rural Water System (LPRW) proposes to construct new groundwater wells, 
water treatment plant, transmission and distribution pipeline, and a pump station.  LPRW 
proposes to initially provide potable water to the cities of interest and/or need, and rural 
customers for agricultural production and/or household consumption.  Other small communities 
are likely to be served in the future.  The proposed project also includes metering facilities for 
new users. 
 
Detailed Description of the Project 
 
Lincoln-Pipestone Rural Water System (LPRW) serves approximately 4,600 rural customers and 
36 bulk municipal customers in 10 counties in southwest Minnesota.  Originally constructed in the 
mid-1970’s, the LPRW system has expanded over 40+ years as demand for reliable, affordable, 
potable water has grown.  LPRW receives water service requests and adds several dozen rural 
customers throughout the system every year.  Periodically, LPRW completes larger construction 
projects, adding up to several hundred users at a time, expanding or replacing existing facilities, 
or completing other hydraulic improvements to the system. 
 
Over the last ten years, LPRW has received requests to provide water service to towns and rural 
customers in Redwood, Yellow Medicine, and Lac Qui Parle Counties.  LPRW serves existing 
customers in portions of all three counties but requires a new water source and significant 
distribution system expansion and improvements to meet demands for new water service.  The 
proposed project includes construction of groundwater wells, a water treatment plant (WTP), 
transmission and distribution pipeline, and a booster pump station.  The project also includes 
metering facilities for new customers. 
 
LPRW has located a reliable water source aquifer between the Cities of Dawson and Boyd.  One 
production well has been installed so far.  A 7-day pump test indicated that the well can 
sustainably produce 750 gpm.  Three production wells minimum must be installed approximately 
1 mile apart from each other and ideally no farther than 3 miles from the WTP.  Raw water 
pipeline must be installed to deliver water from the wells to the WTP. 
 
The water chemistry of the proposed water source was sampled and tested during aquifer pump 
testing.  The natural groundwater contains high hardness and high concentrations of iron and 
manganese.  LPRW proposes to construct a lime softening WTP to produce potable water meeting 
EPA primary and secondary MCL regulations.  The WTP will be designed to treat and pump 1,500 
gpm (2 MGD). 
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New water transmission and distribution pipelines are needed to deliver water from the WTP to 
end users.  LPRW has some existing pipe in the area which can be used, but the increased 
demands from new users require that additional pipeline be built.  Additionally, some of the new 
customers lie outside of LPRW’s existing service area, so pipeline will need to be built into areas 
currently unserved by LPRW.  Pump stations are often necessary in distribution systems to 
overcome ground elevation changes and energy loss due to friction of water movement in a 
pipeline.  Meter pits for individual rural users and bulk meter stations for municipal connections 
will also be installed as part of the project.  The project will not include municipal infrastructure 
improvements downstream of the metered connection. 
 
Rationale for Project Need 
 
LPRW currently serves the north part of their system from the Burr water source.  The Burr WTP 
lies about 8 miles west of the City of Canby.  LPRW has limited capacity to serve new water 
demands from the Burr water source because LPRW nearly reaches their water withdrawal permit 
amount from the Burr well field each year.  LPRW purchases water from the neighboring 
Brookings-Deuel Rural Water System so as not to exceed the withdrawal permit.  Furthermore, 
the existing transmission pipeline conveying water from the Burr WTP to existing LPRW water 
users in Lincoln, Lyon, Redwood, Yellow Medicine, and Lac Qui Parle Counties is very nearly at 
capacity and would require significant improvements even if the water was available at the Burr 
water source to deliver to the area of new growth.  A new water source and new water pipeline 
are needed to serve demand. 
 
Lack of good-quality water limits agricultural development.  LPRW receives water service requests 
from farmers who wish to build new livestock confinement units in Lincoln, Lyon, Redwood, Yellow 
Medicine, and Lac Qui Parle Counties.  Existing LPRW customers occasionally request permission 
for a larger water allocation to expand livestock facilities already served by rural water.  LPRW 
has denied both types of requests by necessity because of limited water source capacity at the 
Burr water source and limited transmission capacity from the Burr WTP.  Farmers are forced to 
drill their own wells which is expensive or suspend plans for development.  More livestock 
confinement units would be built or expanded if high quality water was readily available from 
LPRW. 
 
Groundwater in Redwood, Yellow Medicine, and Lac Qui Parle Counties generally has high 
hardness and high concentrations of sulfate, iron, and manganese similar to the water found by 
LPRW during new water source exploration.  Hardness and the minerals listed are not toxic, but 
they can cause water to taste bad, can cause water discoloration, and can stain or clog water use 
fixtures.  Water hardness can be removed by individual water users using a typical home ion 
exchange softening system.  Home softening systems produce a salty wastewater stream which 
is discharged to the sanitary sewer in a municipal setting and the septic system in a rural setting.  
Rural septic systems are unregulated, but the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) has 
increased regulation of municipal salty wastewater discharge.  Salty discharge from nearly every 
home in a town results in a significant amount of salty water entering the municipal wastewater 
treatment facility.  The City of Dawson, for example, has high hardness in their water supply, so 
many homes and businesses have softening systems which discharge salty water to the city 
wastewater treatment plant.  Initial capital costs and ongoing operation and maintenance costs 
are high for bulk municipal water hardness treatment or bulk municipal salty wastewater 
treatment.  Small cities like Dawson have trouble financing new construction or upgrades to water 
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or wastewater treatment plants.  LPRW proposes to build a lime softening WTP and sell water to 
multiple cities including Dawson to reduce water hardness and salty wastewater discharge 
problems.  The LPRW lime softening WTP will also remove iron and manganese. 
 
Some city water sources are contaminated with minerals that are toxic for human consumption.  
The City of Hanley Falls’ water source, for example, contains arsenic exceeding the EPA primary 
MCL.  The City has an arsenic removal water treatment plant, but the city water bills are nearly 
three times the statewide average because of expensive capital costs to build the water treatment 
plant and expensive operations and maintenance.  The water source to be used by LPRW has 
small amounts of arsenic far below the EPA MCL. 
 
Water treatment plants are expensive to build, operate, and maintain especially for small cities 
with a limited population to support a large building project.  A new LPRW water source and WTP 
can provide reliable, affordable, safe water service to multiple cities and rural residents and boost 
agricultural development. 
 
Timeline for Project 
 
The following project timeline assumes that funding for the project will be available in 2020. 
 
Design: Aug 2020 – Nov 2021 
Construction: Mar 2022 – May 2024 
 
Other Relevant Background Information 
 
LPRW has long sought a new water source in the north part of their system to offset demands 
on the Burr water source.  A new water source will allow them to provide more water to existing 
customers who wish to expand livestock operations and serve new customers in Lincoln, Lyon, 
Redwood, Yellow Medicine, and Lac Qui Parle Counties.  In 2008-2011, LPRW performed 
extensive water source exploration to secure a new water source near Wood Lake.  A favorable 
aquifer was discovered, but based on DNR recommendations stemming from potential utilization 
of the aquifer from competing high-capacity users, LPRW was forced to withdraw from developing 
this resource. 
 
LPRW began exploration for a new water source near the City of Dawson in 2017.  A favorable 
location for a well field has been found between the Cities of Dawson and Boyd.  LPRW has 
worked closely with the DNR during exploration; the DNR has preliminarily indicated that there 
are no sensitive natural resources which may be damaged as a result of water source 
development.  Based on water quantity and water quality information collected during a 7-day 
pump test of a well installed in the aquifer, LPRW proposes to install two to three production wells 
and a lime-softening water treatment plant generally between the Cities of Dawson and Boyd. 
 
Project Funding Sources 
 
LPRW seeks direct appropriations from the State of Minnesota to develop a new water source 
and distribute potable water to cities and rural residences and businesses in Redwood, Yellow 
Medicine, and Lac Qui Parle Counties.  USDA Rural Development has historically funded large 
capital improvement projects for LPRW.  LPRW will apply for a loan from USDA Rural Development 
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to supplement direct appropriations as needed.  LPRW will also collect connection fees from rural 
and municipal customers receiving water service as part of the project.  The proposed project is 
multi-faceted, but the project components are dependent upon each other. 
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Purchase Date Vendor Description Amount Acct # Debit Card Holder
8/13/2019 HILTON GARDEN INN STR-FISH SEMINAR-AG LODGING $75.70 101-43100-180 Alex Geerdes

8/13/2019 HILTON GARDEN INN ELEC-FISH SEMINAR-CM LODGING $75.70 604-49570-180 Alex Geerdes

8/13/2019 CRAVE RESTAURANT STR-FISH SEMINAR-AG MEAL $32.00 101-43100-180 Alex Geerdes

8/13/2019 CRAVE RESTAURANT ELEC-FISH SEMINAR-CM MEAL $32.00 604-49570-180 Alex Geerdes

8/13/2019 PITNEY BOWES ADMN-MAIL MTR INK $161.48 101-41320-201 Cheri Tuckett

8/17/2019 US PUMP PARTS PARKS-PARTS FOR POOL PUMP $45.83 101-45200-221 Alex Geerdes

Debit Card Purchases for Council Approval

Debit Card Purchases for Council Approval 8/21/2019 08-26-2019 Council
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